Capel C.S Provides New Lease of Life to Station Canopy on Greater Anglia’s Rail
Network

Lowestoft Rail Station.

London, 7th October, 2024- Capel C.S Ltd, a leading name in the construction industry, is
pleased to announce a project completion for Greater Anglia involving refurbishment works at
Lowestoft Train Station in Suffolk. The construction contractors were brought on board by long-term
client and UK-leading TOC (Train-Operating-Company), Greater Anglia (GA), after working on

various projects on their network over the last few years.

120-year Old Canopy
Capel C.S. were contracted by Greater Anglia for renovation works on the main canopy at Lowestoft

train station, the fourth-busiest station in Suffolk situated just a short walk from the sea.

From the initial surveys and pre-build works, the construction contractors began carpentry works in
April 2024, to address structural requirements and strengthen the canopy for durability in today’s
climate. The project’s purpose consisted of enhancing both the structural integrity and aesthetic

appeal of the canopy.

“Lowestoft station has a rich history, and we are pleased to deliver a smart, refurbished and
restored entrance that will enhance the experience for passengers. “It was really important that we
preserved the original look of the entrance, and I am pleased that, through our contractor Capel C.S
Ltd, we have delivered an upgraded canopy that is fit for a station with such a historical
significance.” said Simone Bailey, Director of Asset Management, Greater Anglia.
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GA’s request in design was to preserve the canopies o
existing features but renewing the canopy from timbertoa | ‘otion
maintenance friendly GRP. After addressing the initial =
works to be undertaken, Capel kicked off refurbishment
works by replacing old roof covering and installing

boarding installation with EPDM roof membrane laying

that ensures superior weather resistance and longevity.

Brick and stone restoration were identified and undertaken
to improve the front elevation of the building. The
construction contractors replaced defected structural
timbers and supported the building further by installing
additional structural timbers to increase to the canopy
loading for future maintenance. In addition, the canopy V

now has a man-safe system that was designed and installed ;i['},”,"",,"’ By

to mitigate any fall from height when inspection and

maintenance is required.

The original 1855 Lowestoft station canopy was relocated to its current position in 1903 when the
station buildings were extended with the opening of the Lowestoft to Yarmouth line. At the time, the
station had two ticket offices for passengers- one for the Midland Railway and one for the Great
Eastern Railway as the new Lowestoft-Yarmouth line (opened in 1903) was being operated by the
Midland and Great Northern Joint Railway.

Working with Railway Heritage Trust

The station has a rich history and now showcases much of its maintained heritage thanks to Capel’s
experience in this specific field. Capel C.S were also able to provide assistance to GA in procuring

funding from Railway Heritage Trust for various aspects of the project.

Funding from Railway Heritage Trust for Greater Anglia aided the cost of GRP mouldings, some
painting works as well as stone repairs. Capel also preserved elements of the canopy of British
Heritage by the recovery and re-fixing of set aside Lowestoft station letters upon project completion,
honouring the station’s historical significance. The canopy then saw the incorporation of modern

materials to enhance the canopy’s resilience and visual appeal, including GRP Dagger boards panels.
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After three short months of refurbishment works, Capel C.S. finalised in cohesion with Greater
Anglia’s brand and finishing paintworks to all required areas to give the canopy its new lease of life,
using the GA heritage colour scheme on the canopies’ structural timbers and cast-iron spandrels as
requested. As the scaffolding came down at Lowestoft station on 27th July 2024, commuters were able

to take a first look at the restored entrance canopy.

Lowestoft is one of the many station canopy completions under Capel C.S’ portfolio for Greater Anglia.
For more information on the project, please visit the link below. Thank you to our clients for trusting

us this great project.

For more information and photos on our projects, please visit our News page.

For more information on Capel C.S Ltd, please visit us at www.capelcsltd.com or contact us at

info@capelesltd.com

Photo copyright: Capel C.S Ltd,
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About Capel C.S Ltd
Established in 1993, Capel C.S Ltd is dedicated to delivering cost-effective, innovative, high-end construction solutions to
clients within the commercial, residential, and public sectors. With a history of successful projects, an unrivalled reputation and

a commitment to client satisfaction, Capel C.S continues to shape spaces and create environments that inspire.

For press enquiries, please contact us at press@capelcsltd.com
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